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Man can act and understand no further 
than he has observed, cither in operation 
or in contemplation, of the method and 
order of nature.

Francis Bacon, Aphorism 1 of the Novum 
Organum

From the 4th of June till the 16th of July, an 
experiment takes place in the Amsterdamse Bos, 
at the southwestern limits of the city. It is by 
all accounts an “art manifestation”, featuring 
installations from various artists from varying 
renown. The specificity of this festival is its focus 
on healthcare. It is certainly not the first to ever 
broach the topic in this fashion. Going through the 
installations, not as a series of art installations 
bundled into one loosely defined region, but as a 
whole — the installations, and the green setting of 
the park — an often forgotten sense of intention 
burrows to the surface. We are inclined to think 
that this festival is not about art, healthcare, a 
definition of either, or a supposed opposition 
between both. Rather Cure Park, seems to try to 
tweeze out the potentiality of a pluriform and 
layered approach to the wellbeing.

In our society (that is, advanced western 
society) we have lost even the pretense of a 
common culture. Persons educated with the 
greatest intensity we know can no longer 
communicate with each other on the plane 

of their major intellectual concern. This is 
serious for our creative, intellectual and, 
above all, our normal life. It is leading us to 
interpret the past wrongly, to misjudge the 
present, and to deny our hopes of the future. 
It is making it difficult or impossible for us 
to take good action…

Snow, C. P.: The Two Cultures: and A Second 
Look An expanded version of The Two 
Cultures and the Scientific Revolution. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1965. p.60.

This growing book will explore what C.P Snow 
identified as “the two cultures” in the following 
way: a division between the arts and the sciences 
persists unnecessarily, and perhaps even to the 
detriment of “wellbeing”. 
Though one may ask, “is 
this division not that which 
propels us forward?” Our 
contemporary society is built on our ability to 
distinguish between what is real and imagined 
or rooted in superstition, in order to determine 
sound judgments and controlled treatments for 
all that ails us. 

This book is not a documentation of the activities 
of Cure Park, but an associative reflection based 
on small editorial discussions that take place 
every Sunday for the duration of the 6 weeks of 
the program. 
By approaching 
this book in 
an associative 
manner, the hope 
is that we will be able to see the application as 
well as inspiration for what we here refer to as 
“wellbeing” is not only approachable in isolation to 
each specialization’s island, but that we may trace a 
non-binding line between and around these islands 
— in effect to represent an archipelago.
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er bestaat een onnodige 
scheiding tussen kunst en 
wetenschap, die mogelijk 
een nadelig effect heeft op 
het ‘welzijn’

As Francis Bacon 
proposed through his 
Instauratio Magna, 
four centuries ago, 
through controlled and 
measurable observations 
we will be able to advance 
our knowledge leading to far more and greater 
invention for the better of ourselves and nature 
that guides and contains us. Though one can 
not deny, nor does Cure Park or this book deny, 
the countless lives saved by our adherence to 
the scientific method, this project and this 
book will delve carefully and courteously into a 
space between the arts and science. Not with the 
purpose of seeing what divides them, but to see 
how one can layer them over one another.  
Perhaps there is no need to choose one 
over the other but that we can learn 
something from both. As the border between 
both blurs — 
not in approach or method but in our appreciation 
— we will be forthwith led down a different path 
that can provide different insights into our body, 
heart, and mind.
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Dit boek is geen documentatie van de 
activiteiten van Cure Park, maar een 
associatieve reflectie, gebaseerd op korte 
discussies tijdens de redactievergaderingen 
die gedurende de 6 weken van het 
programma elke zondag plaatsvinden.
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a general term for  
the condition of  

an individual or group,  
for example their social, 
economic, psychological,  
spiritual or medical state


